
“Re-imagined” a Challenge with a Difference 

Rug Making Techniques:  Punch Needle  

Punch needle embroidery seems to have predated punch needle rug hooking – thanks to Google 

you can read about the history of the Russian punch needle embroiderers on “Folk n Fiber” 
Who knew there was even a magazine for punch needle embroiderers – “Punch Needle and Primitive 
Stitchers TM “     Punch Needle embroidery was brought to the fore in Australia by Pamela Gurney with 
her  book “Dancing Needles” first published in Victoria in 1997 and reprinted in NSW 2004. 

Punch needle rug hooking - Amy Oxford began making punch needle style hooked rugs in 1982 and 

in 1995 developed her own style of punch needle, the Oxford Punch Needle. On Amy’s website you can 

read of her creative journey, to where her name has become synonymous with punch needle rug hook-

ing.  Amy has taught punch needle hooking in public schools, private groups, guilds, clubs, craft schools, 

and rug hooking schools across the United States and Canada and she offers teacher’s certification pro-

gram each summer.      Bec Anderson (QLD)  a member of the Australian Rugmakers Guild is an accredited 

Oxford Punch Teacher and new member, Clare Thornley (NSW), is an authorized Oxford Punch Needle 

supplier and teacher.  Other Guild members have learned this technique in Canada or the USA or from 

visiting Canadians.   Here are some examples of their work.……….    

QLD: Sally Randal, her punch needle rugs and the frame she designed with plastic teeth. 

NSW: 

VIC:              

Clare Thornley’s 8 yro 

son with his cushion 

which he punched for 

a Christmas present. 

Embroidery punch needle tool used by 

Miriam Miller to create, with crochet 

cotton, the insert for a greeting card. 

Miriam & Jacquie Thomson were taught 

punch needle rug hooking by Sybil Mercer, 

Canada 

http://www.shoal.net.au/~narrawilly/ 

Bec Andersen teaches hooking & facilitates 

community art projects  - see her website 

for details    https://www.becandersen.com/ 

https://www.feltfine.com.au/ 

Tote bag, paper pattern from 

Halcyon(USA),  punched by 

Anne Schafer with carpet yarn 

and Oxford Rug Punch Needle. 

“Make Do”, a pattern by 

Country Threads Maga-

zine, Designer Unknown, 

punched on monks cloth 

by Anne 
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